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kept the blaze from spreading to the other
buildings; the East Wing itself was almost
completely destroyed.

In the midst of the fire there happened a
little incident which showed with a kind of
delightful vividness the way in which John
Meigs' spirit could rally and find humor even
in the midst of disaster. On the day before,
which was Saturday, one of the best-loved
of the old boys, Upton Alexander, had tele-
graphed that he was in Philadelphia, and that
he wanted to come up to The Hill for a quiet
Sunday. The Professor took the telegram
from Mrs. John who had opened it and said,
"Let me answer that." So he dictated this:
" Come for your quiet Sunday, and bring
your sneakers with you/' When the fire
broke out early the next day, which was
Sunday, Alexander, of course, was aroused
by the general alarm, and throwing on his
clothes, and snatching up a boy's military
cap which happened to be in the room where
he was sleeping, he rushed out and began to
help the other men in fighting the flames.
For a while it looked as though the whole
school would be swept away. The wind was
blowing perilously, and at the most critical
hour of the fire word was brought that on
account of the fact that some repairs were in
process to the town reservoir, it was possiblein which, as
